Nevada Chapter--Society of Range Management

SUMMER 2007 MEETING AT SMITH CREEK RANCH

Smith Creek Ranch, in the Desatoya Mountains of central Nevada, owned by the

Hendrix family, is the site for the Nevada Section summer range tour on June 29.

Manager Duane Coombs, also president-elect of the section and recipient of SRM’s

Outstanding Young Range Professional Award at the 2007 meeting in Reno, has an

open-ended and wide-ranging tour planned encompassing a variety of factors faced by

both range and ranch managers.

Duane describes Smith Creek Ranch as a typical central Nevada ranch, extending from

salt desert shrub to 9700 feet in elevation. He will show us the good, the bad and the

ugly because, he says, “We have just about every kind of issue imaginable here—

aspen, sage grouse, riparian, LCT, wild horse, cow, dog, neighbor-you name it.”

Available to see and discuss are Basque art and rock buildings, Grandpa Hendrix’s fish

hatchery, microexclosures, a two-year after BLM masticator treatment in Edwards

Creek, range camp kids’ project work in Porter Canyon, and a stewardship contract for

commercial woodcutting. He will have some cattle around so we could spend some time

visiting about handling and livestock management. David Burton will return to continue the aspen discussion begun on last summer’s tour. Duane wants this tour to be not about what he is doing but a gathering of ideas as he feels we have so much talent and knowledge within the Nevada Section. He has a huge head-cut in the bottom of Edwards Creek for which he would like to troll for remedial ideas. If someone has something they would like to visit about, Duane would welcome it. Thursday evening he plans to invite local ranching people to visit about situations/issues they must balance on a day to day basis; as he recognizes that people usually only see half of another’s job

and Friday evening he hopes Shawn Espinosa of NDOW will talk about sage grouse.

Duane invites all to arrive Thursday evening to allow an 8 AM tour starting time on

Friday. If you are in time for supper, bring a potluck dish. There will be few real beds

available so most folks will have to camp out. Duane says we can stay in the meadow

just below the house; it is really nice, quite a few sage grouse come in there in the

evenings. Motels are available in Austin, 45 minutes away. Bring a sack lunch for the

tour. Gary McCuin and Rick Orr will be cooking dinner Friday night and breakfast Friday

and Saturday mornings. You must register by June 15 to have meals. There will be a

Nevada Section meeting 8AM-noon on Saturday, June 30. People who haven’t joined

SRM yet are very welcome!

Duane advises Smith Creek Ranch is isolated and the price of gas is high in Austin so

fuel up in Battle Mountain, Fallon or Ely. We will need high clearance outfits for the tour

so if you have a multi-passenger one you can bring, please do. There is not refrigerator

space so come gassed and iced, ready for a meeting Duane states, “Will have

something for everyone.”

Agenda

Thursday evening, June 28 – potluck, set up camp, local producers visit on their daily

Work

Friday morning, June 29 – breakfast by Gary and Rick

Tour starts at 8 AM – ride sharing to reduce vehicles

Bring a sack lunch

Friday evening – dinner by Gary and Rick

Shawn Espinosa of NDOW on sage grouse or anotherspeaker

Saturday morning, June 30 – breakfast by Gary and Rick

Nevada Section business meeting 8 AM – noon

REGISTER BY JUNE 15 FOR MEALS!!!

DIRECTIONS

From Battle Mtn. Take hwy 305 south to Austin (90 miles). When the road T's turn right

on Hwy 50. Approx. 2 miles turn left on Hwy 722. Go across Reese River Valley

approx. 19 miles. As you come out of Reese River and go over a saddle into Smith

Creek Valley you will cross a cattle guard. There is a sign there that says Smith Creek

with an arrow. Turn right on the first dirt road after the sign. Stay on the main gravel

road about 14 miles across the valley and you will come right into the ranch. Travel time

2.5 hours from Battle Mountain.

From Fallon. Take hwy 50 east for about 45 miles. Turn right on hwy 722 ( there is a

sign that says Eastgate with an arrow. This is about 2 miles east of the Middlegate

Bar). Stay on 722 and you will go over Carroll Summit (about 20 -25 miles). The

canyon will open into Smith Creek Valley. Take the first gravel road to the left (north).

There is a sign there that says Smith Creek Ranch 14 miles and a couple mailboxes.

This gravel road will take you right into the ranch. Travel time from Fallon 1 hour 45 min

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER 2007 MEETING

Name ______________________________

Phone ______________________________

SRM Member Registration:

Full Function Registration (#) _____ x $40 = ________

Tour/business meeting only,

No meals (#) _____ x $10 = ________

Non Member Registration:

Full Function Registration (#) _____ x $55 = ________

Tour only (#) _____ x $15 = ________

REGISTRATION AT THE RANCH: $20 – NO MEALS AVAILABLE

REGISTER BY JUNE 15 FOR MEALS!!

Send registration and Payment to:

NV SRM

1085 Fairgrounds Road, Winnemucca, NV 89445-2001

Attn: Brad Schultz, Treasurer
