Aspen Working Group Meeting June 12-13
A HUGE thank you to David Burton (Aspen Delineation Project) for spending 2 days with us and providing us with his insights and knowledge.  

June 12 – Field visit to Elliston Fuels/Aspen Restoration Project

Excellent discussions, great mix of folks, and summary notes (based on the sheets we filled out) will be provided by the District.
Thank you to THE Helena National Forest and Helena Ranger District for providing the ideal location and format for a rich discussion and learning opportunity.  
June 13 – We developed a list of “Deliverable Items” and assigned work groups.  
If you want to help with any of these items, contact the lead.

Work groups will provide a status/update at our August 3 field trip to the Bitterroot to look at aspen response to large-scale fires.

1) Provide training opportunities for individuals to become “certified” for implementing an Aspen restoration project.  First session will be integrated, multi-disciplinary 4 hour training at the Forest Service March Regional Training Academy.

Team: Mary Manning (lead), Glenda Scott, Kevin McKelvey and David Burton.
2) Develop a standard project monitoring protocol that includes vegetation and wildlife response variables.

Team: Kevin McKelvey (lead), Skip Kowalski, Mary Manning, David Burton, Jodie Canfield, and Renate Bush.

3) Plan an “Aspen Ecosystem Restoration of the Northern Rockies” workshop in June, 2008.  This would be a flashy, big splash event (Kathy McAllister has enthusiastically endorsed and given the go ahead).

a) Format 

 
 -  half day of scientific papers (geared for a mix of technical and non-technical folks)


  - full day of a field trip to a site that has implemented successful Aspen restoration


  - half day of papers/discussion on management applications


b) Audience (internal, external and interdisciplinary)
Mix of individuals who we see as leading aspen restoration in an advocacy role; researchers, mix of resource specialists from federal, state and private groups, land owners, NGOs and county/state representatives.
Organizing Teams;
i) Overall coordination 


- Tim Benedict (co-lead), Ward McCaughey (co-lead), David Burton, and Nathan Korb


 - We will likely hire a conference coordinator to pull all the pieces together

ii)  Agenda, presentations and proceedings

- Glenda Scott (lead), Helen Smith, and Skip Kowalski

iii) Contact state, federal and NGOs to invite them to join us in hosting the event 


- Cindy Swanson

iv) Logistics and location


- Jolyn Wiggins

