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Areas of aspen decline and mortality, known to occur in the Sand Creek Basin, North Middle Mountain and other sites in the Laramie River Basin of northwestern Larimer County (Reporting Area 1), were mapped during the 2006 aerial forest health survey.  Aspen decline occurrence in this area has been observed by Bill Ciesla (Forest Health Management International). However, attention in mapping the decline has been emphasized only the past 2 years.

Extensive aspen decline and mortality was mapped in the western portions of South Park (Reporting Area 5). Additional areas of aspen decline were mapped in areas of southern Colorado (Reporting Areas 4, 8, 9 and 17).  

Aerial and ground observations indicate that many areas of aspen decline have the following characteristics:

a. Low elevation “island” stands of aspen at the short-grass prairie/forest interface are affected.

b. 
Decline and mortality often occurs at the outer edge of the stand and progresses inward in a band or wave-like pattern.

c.
Some affected areas have an abundance of aspen regeneration in the understory whereas other stands have little or no regeneration.

d.
Biotic agents found associated with the decline include: Saperda calcarata, Agrilus sp., Cytospora sp., and moose and elk browsing among others.
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Figure 1 – Reporting Areas included in the 2006 aerial forest health survey of the Colorado Front Range.
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