New Aspen Problem?
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Bill Josey, Arborist-ArborCare Resources, Inc., initially collected samples of the scales and sent them to a scale expert at Colorado State University, Whitney Cranshaw.  Whitney Cranshaw tentatively identified them as Diaspidiotus gigas, the Willow scale, Poplar scale, or Armored poplar scale, many common names.  Apparently, it is a European species but has been around the western US for awhile.  The scales, moderately to densely spaced all the way up tree boles, are having a detrimental effect on the aspens (Figure 1).  Symptoms noticed were: thinning crown, bending at mid-upper bole, extensive branch mortality and breakage (Figure 2).  There were some issues with the proximity of the weakened trees to residences.

So far, the scale has not been located on aspens on National Forest System lands, but they are infesting aspen growing in Ketchum.  Possible explanations for the presence of this scale on subdivision and town trees could be that it was introduced by imported aspen and its proliferation could be attributed to overwatering and other stress issues associated with urban areas.
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