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Sacramento, CA 
 
 
Subject: Request to have 14 CCR 939.15 (northern) and 14 CCR 959.15 (southern) modified to facilitate 
restoration of aspen (Populus tremuloides) 
 
 
Dear Mr. Dixon: 
 
The Northern California Society of American Foresters (NorCal SAF) requests the California State 
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection modify 14  CCR 939.15 (northern) and 959.15 (southern) to 
facilitate the restoration of aspen (Populus tremuloides). 
 
 We are asking for this change because aspen regeneration and growth requires direct sunlight.  It is a 
shade intolerant species and has been in decline in California’s mixed conifer and eastside pine forest 
types because of conifer encroachment and competition.  Thinning conifers out and away from aspen 
will help restore this important and limited forest component. 
 
The current language at CCR 939.15 Protection of Wildlife Habitat [Northern]; 
          All trees within meadows and wet areas may be clearcut and these are exempted from stocking     

provisions in order to attain or retain these areas for wildlife and livestock.  These areas shall be shown 
on the plan map. 

 
and CCR 959.15 Protection of Wildlife Habitat [Southern];  
     (a) Where present at the time of timber harvest, 400 sq. ft. basal area of oak per 40 acres should be 
retained and protected, giving preference to deciduous oaks. Oaks should be retained on areas 
designated by DFG as deer migration corridors, holding areas, or key ranges when consistent with 
good forestry practices. 
(b) All trees within meadows and wet areas may be clearcut and these are exempted from stocking 
provisions in order to attain or retain these areas for wildlife and livestock.  These areas shall be 
shown on the plan.” 

 
We propose that   CCR 939.15 should be rewritten as; 

      All trees within aspen stands, meadows and wet areas may be clearcut and these areas exempted 
from stocking provisions in order to attain or retain these areas for wildlife and livestock, and to 
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balance the protection and regeneration of aspen and meadow habitats in California's forest 
ecosystems with the other goals of forest management as specified in 14 CCR 897. These areas shall 
be shown on the plan map. 

 
 
 
and CCR 959.15.  

     (a) Where present at the time of timber harvest, 400 sq. ft. basal area of oak per 40 acres should be 
retained and protected, giving preference to deciduous oaks. Oaks should be retained on areas 
designated by DFG as deer migration corridors, holding areas, or key ranges when consistent with 
good forestry practices. 
(b) All trees within aspen stands, meadows and wet areas may be clearcut and these areas exempted from 
stocking provisions in order to attain or retain these areas for wildlife and livestock, and to balance the 
protection and regeneration of aspen and meadow habitats in California's forest ecosystems with the other 
goals of forest management as specified in 14 CCR 897. These areas shall be shown on the plan map. 

 
 The documents cited in the enclosure, references, demonstrate the ecological needs of aspen and the 
effectiveness of removing competing conifers. 
 
Please contact me or John Kessler, NorCal SAF Policy Chair, if you have questions regarding this 
request.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Julie Lydick, Chair 
Northern California Society of American Foresters 
 
 
Cc: 
John Kessler, Chair 
Policy Committee, NorCal SAF 
530 964-9756 
linyjohn@snowcrest.net  
 
 
Enclosure: Reference 
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